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On the arid South African plain, families 
sleep on floor mats waiting for Father 
Christmas to arrive with his bag of good-
ies. However, members of the Shangaan 
tribe only wish for simple items such as 
candy, soccer balls, and chickens during 
the holiday season. They long for relief 
from the hot, dry climate, but they dare 
not bother the man in red with such 
a large request. When his donkey cart 
arrives, pulled by kudu and a black rhi-
noceros, Father Christmas is willing to 
try. Don’t American children wish for 
snow on Christmas? 

By Jesse, Hannah, and Carroll Foster
Illustrated by Jean Christodoulou

Carroll Foster manages a small music 
company that promotes South African 
musicians. While home one night 
around Christmastime, Foster’s chil-
dren, Jesse and Hannah, asked why  
there were no stories combining African 
culture with the holiday season. Having 
no answer, they decided to write their 
own Christmas story.
 The first printing of The Night Before 
Christmas in Africa was released in 
2004 to a wildly receptive audience. The 
story was turned into a musical and is 
used by many schools in their Christmas 
concerts. The South African edition of 
O, The Oprah Magazine selected the 
book as one of its Favorite Things for 
Christmas in 2005. Not only is this tale 
innovatively South African, every book 
sold supports a child at the Sparrow 
Schools, which educate disadvantaged, 
learning-disabled youth.
 Born and raised in Texas, Foster 
moved to South Africa in 1982. She lives 
in a suburb of Johannesburg.
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It was the night before Christmas
On the African plain
And all of the Shangaan 
Were longing for rain.

THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS IN AFRICA





The cattle were parched;
The rivers ran dry.
The mielies were scarce;
Still not a cloud crossed the sky.





My household and I
Were settling down
For another long night
On the hard and dry ground.

The children were nestled
On mats on the floor,
Dreaming of monkeys 
That chatter and roar.




